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Village Pond

he pond was
the main 3
item of discussion at
the last meeting of
the Parish Council.
The meeting was
attended by four
residents who live
near the pond and
formal proceedings
were suspended for
a general discussion
on the way
forward.
It is obvious to all
that the pond is

choked by leaves,
vegetation and silt. It
contains a weed
called “parrot feather”
that is not indigenous
and is a species that is
ilegal to introduce
into water courses. It is
perhaps fortunate that
the culvert to prevent
flooding is blocked at
the moment, although
this is also something
that needs sorting out.

The first thing seems
to be to deal with the
overhanging tfrees as it
will be difficult to get
to the greater part of
the pond until this is
done and of course
more leaves will fall in
next autumn. The
Parish Council has
been advised that the
three weeping willows
and one crack willow
that have been
pollarded in the past
should be kept as
pollarded trees.

Apparently pollarded
and coppiced trees,
once done, must be
kept that way.
Unfortunately a
pollarded tree looks
stark  for several
months and naturally
the residents closest to
them don't want to
have the effect of
World War lll in front of
their windows.

The residents who
attended the meeting
have all volunteered
to carry out much of
the work on the pond
and its surroundings as
they can themselves.
Two have asked to join
the Pond Warden
scheme and two the
Tree Warden scheme,
run by the Kent
branch of the BTCV
(British  Trust for
Conservation
Volunteers). These
schemes provide

training and advice on
tree and pond
management. In
addition, Clir Beckey
will join the scheme for
both pond and frees.

The village  will
undoubtedly benefit
from their expertise
when they have
completed the
training.

Struck by  this

willingness to volunteer
for the benefit of the
whole community, Clir
Beckey proposed the
Council set up an
Amenity Committee to
concenirate on the
management of the
Council's property,
which includes the
green by the church
and conservation
area at Fenn Comer
as well as the pond.

This proposal was
seconded and
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